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by the regulations in this subchapter
for tank vessels.

§ 31.35–5 Communications; alarm sys-
tems, telephone and voice tube sys-
tems, engine telegraph systems,
etc.—TB/ALL.

All tank vessels are subject to the
regulations contained in subchapter J
(Electrical Engineering) of this chapter
except as such regulations are modified
by the regulations in this subchapter
for tank vessels.

Subpart 31.36—Lifesaving
Appliances and Arrangements

§ 31.36–1 Lifesaving appliances and ar-
rangements—TB/ALL.

All lifesaving appliances and ar-
rangements on tank vessels must be in
accordance with subchapter W (Life-
saving Appliances and Arrangements)
of this chapter.

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25286, May 20, 1996]

Subpart 31.37—Inspection of
Cargo Gear

§ 31.37–1 When made—TB/ALL.

(a) The specific tests and examina-
tions shall be made at the intervals
stated in the regulations in this sub-
part.

(b) A thorough examination of the as-
sembled gear shall be made at least
once in every year.

(c) An inspection to determine the
condition and suitability of shipboard
cargo gear will be made by a marine in-
spector at each inspection for certifi-
cation. Inspections may be made at
such other times as considered nec-
essary by the Officer in Charge, Marine
Inspection.

(d) For vessels fitted with cargo gear,
an initial inspection of the assembled
units under proof loads shall be con-
ducted, followed by a complete disman-
tling or disassembling of such gear and
a thorough examination of the parts to
ascertain its condition. Subsequent
tests of the assembled units under
proof loads, followed by a dismantling
or disassembling of such gear and a
thorough examination shall be made

once every five years, or oftener if nec-
essary.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 87–089, 55 FR 21550, May 25,
1990]

§ 31.37–3 Definitions of terms and
words used in this subpart—TB/
ALL.

(a) Cargo gear. The term cargo gear in-
cludes masts, stays, booms, winches,
cranes, elevators, conveyors, standing
and running gear forming that part of
the shipboard cargo gear used in con-
nection with the loading or unloading
of dry cargo. This term does not in-
clude the gear used for handling cargo
hoses or ship stores’ only.

(b) Dismantling or disassembling of
gear. The dismantling or disassembling of
gear contemplated is the taking apart
of units of gear to the extent necessary
to determine the suitability of such
gear for continued service and as may
be specifically required to carry out
the intent of a particular provision in
this subpart. After proof load tests, the
disassembling need not include the
sheaves and pins of the blocks included
in the test unless there appears to be
evidence of deformation or failure.

(c) Thorough examination. The thor-
ough examination contemplated is a vis-
ual examination, supplemented if nec-
essary by other means such as by a
hammer test or by a test with elec-
tronic or ultrasonic devices.

(d) Ton. The word ton means a ton of
2,240 pounds.

(e) Safe working load. The safe working
load (SWL) contemplated is the load
the gear is approved to lift, excluding
the weight of the gear itself.

§ 31.37–5 Tests and examinations of
shipboard cargo gear—TB/ALL.

(a) For vessels fitted with cargo gear
and without valid cargo gear certifi-
cates and registers issued by organiza-
tions or associations recognized by the
Coast Guard, inspections shall be made
by those competent persons described
in paragraphs (c) (1) and (2) of § 31.10–16,
to determine the condition and suit-
ability of the shipboard cargo gear. For
the initial and subsequent fifth year in-
spections, all the cranes, winches,
hoists, derrick booms, derrick and
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